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Draft Economic Development Strategy

ENGAGEMENT METHODS: To encourage residents to get involved, we promoted the opportunity 
for people to have their say through our communication channels, including public notices, emails, 
social media and a have your say page on makewodongayours.com.au. 

WHEN: Wednesday, February 21 to Tuesday, March 12, 2024 
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FEEDBACK

SUMMARY - KEY POINTS RAISED
•	 The need for better connected and safe active transport options
•	 Opposition to increased industrial development
•	 Stronger support for performing arts
•	 Greater recognition of the provision of social, affordable and key worker housing
•	 Inclusion of partnerships with private enterprise as a significant action in this strategy
•	 Greater consideration should be given to long-term factors which will impact the economic viability of the area
•	 A request for greater specificity regarding the Economic Opportunities noted within the document and an 

outline of how council will harness these opportunities
•	 A request for greater detail regarding pillars two and three
•	 Notes regarding the economic development project opportunities in section 6.4, identifying some projects that 

might not be the role of council
•	 A request to review the indicative performance measures and monitoring tools to make them more specific 

and relevant to council actions and allow businesses to better assess the performance of council’s efforts in 
economic development

SUBMISSIONS
•	 Alex Turini 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Wodonga’s Draft Economic Development Strategy. 
Wodonga is a unique and relatively compact city compared to other sprawling Australian cities. And yet, the 
majority of residents here are forced to rely on their privately owned cars for transport. 
Based on data from other cities, I’d estimate over 60% of car trips that start and end in Wodonga are for 
distances of under 5km. This distance is easily cycled, walked, scooted, or mobility scooted; but only if the 
infrastructure exists to facilitate such trips. 
While Wodonga has many recreational paths for active transport, safe and segregated “A to B” paths are almost 
entirely absent, forcing Wodonga residents to rely on their cars for most errands. Cars are expensive to own and 
operate. 
In car dependent urban environments, an average 2 car Australian household can spend over 25% of their 
annual household income on transport costs. While a small portion of this money goes to local dealerships, 
service centres, and service stations, the vast majority of this money leaves the local area. 
If Wodonga residents had safe and realistic alternatives to car travel, they could significantly reduce 
their transportation costs; providing families here with more disposable income to spend at local 
businesses. 
Studies repeatedly demonstrate that increased incidental exercise results in improved physical 
and mental health of residents, potentially reducing demand on our health system. 
Reduced car travel also reduces demand on public road infrastructure, more potential financial 
wins for Wodonga. 
Finally, barriers to active travel are also barriers to transportation equity. Improving active travel 
infrastructure within Wodonga will also be a win for those with mobility impairments. 
Given all of this, I request council review their relatively passive role in advocating for active 
travel (as is currently listed in the Draft Economic Development Strategy). 
With the plethora of social and financial benefits to be gained from providing Wodonga’s 
residents with viable alternatives to driving, Wodonga council has every reason to 
adopt a lead role in active transport facilitation and infrastructure improvements 
within our city. 
Thanks for your time. 
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•	 Andrew Baker 
There appears to be a presumption that residents of Wodonga are generally in favour of increased industrial 
development for the purpose of economic growth. 
I am not in favour of initiatives which significatnly increase the population of Wodonga. Wodonga will gradually 
lose its appeal as it becomes just another City. 
That being said, the support of growth as required of important Defence infrustructure is important and 
warranted.
I note the support of events sector metioned. Wodonga still declines to offer any real tangible support to the 
Albury Wodonga Eisteddfod or other performing arts opportunities. 
Whilst there is a youth driven program, they need more leadership and support in order to provide well aimed 
and supported youth events. Retro Youth Cafe in Albury and the church youth programs are good examples of 
successful initiatives. 
As a music teacher in Wodonga for over a decade I have been dissapointed to see Wodonga City gradually roll 
back support in this area.
Gateway Village is a fantastic opportunity to create a tourist and community draw card and make up for the sad 
state of affairs that is the main street of Wodonga after dark. Please, please don’t mess it up or give in to big 
business franchises. 

•	 Alan Takle 
On my initial review I noted:
•	 Page 8 Figure 4 Regional Catchment: I’m surprised the Rural City of Wangaratta or at least the township of 

Wangaratta was not included in this graphic.
•	 Page 8 Typo: “Figure 4 illustrates the …..”, should read “Figure 5 illustrates the…..”
•	 Page 10: 2.2 Regional Documents: I’m surprised the NEWMAH report didn’t make it here for consideration. 

May be focused too far south?
•	 Generally: 

•	 Whilst mentioned however not emphasised, the provision of social, affordable and key worker housing 
demands greater recognition to driving economic development in the region. Having just completed 
a Regional Worker Accommodation Fund (RWAF) application, the social and economic value per bed/
dwelling of new supply is significant. The opportunity cost of low affordable housing supply to the wider 
region not being provided is noted as $160m per annum compounding (NEWMAH Report). I understand if 
the view was taken that this report included areas too far south/east for the Strategy’s specificity.

•	 Housing Australia, I did not find any reference to this Federal Government Body. Housing Australia being 
the Mandated Govt Agency to execute the Investment Mandate to the Housing Australia Future Fund 
plays a significant role in the economic development of the Wodonga region.

•	 Whilst mentioned at three positions in the document, the promotion of Partnerships with private 
enterprise is not a significant action in this strategy. As a social enterprise Nestd partners with Local 
Government at scale driving economic development well above $100m per project in initial spend, plus 
the consequential social and economic value derived over the asset life. I feel this Draft Strategy would 
benefit significantly highlighting more prominently the benefit of partnerships with social enterprises 
and NFP’s.

In summary, the body of work completed to precis the strategy as contained in the draft must be recognised 
and applauded. The easiest role to play in the formation of this document is that of a critic.
Without any caveats I do recognise and support the excellent work demonstrated here and look forward 
to reading the final and published strategy.
I would be pleased to participate in any further capacity you may deem appropriate, and look 
forward to receiving updates on the progress of this strategy.
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